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ABSTRACT: In most forest areas the living of people depends on forest and this value is significant in 
villages. There is a strong connection between plant societies and rural dwellers. Therefore, regarding to 
this value based on socio-economic issues can promote forestry plans. This study was done in 
Armardeh, located in baneeh city of Kurdistan province in Iran. Interview method was used with the old 
people in the village for collecting useful information. Questionnaires including questions such as socio-
economic issues were applied for getting our goal. In this study some parameters including age and sex 
composition, the literacy level, employment and unemployment conditions, the economics of 
households, the role of forest on living of local people were studied. The results showed forest has an 
important role on living of local people, because forest dwellers need forest supplies to provide their 
necessities. Finally some suggestions such as informing people that these forests are sensitive have 
been presented. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 Zagros forests with length of 1150 and width of 75 km cover over than 5 million ha and many cities and villages 
are located in these areas (Fatehi, 2004; Saghebtalebi, 2005; Jazirie and Ebrahimi Rastagi, 2003; Haidari, 2013a, 
Askari, 2013a; Parma and Shataei, 2013, Askari, 2013b). The living of local people in Zagros is depended on forest 
and this value is more significant in villages. For example forage of rangelands cannot satisfy animal needs so that 
local people must pollard, harvest tree leaves, for their livestock. On the other hand, some other demands of local 
people such as fuel are removed by forest (Bazyar, 2012; Haidari, 2013b; Haidari, 2013c). The abnormal 
operations and lacing suitable management in Zagros forest cause to create these areas as a sensitive habitat. 
Therefore, soil is the first factor that would be affected in these habitats with poor vegetation (Pourhashemi, 2003; 
Dastmalchi, 1998). According to rural sociology, there is a strong connection between rural residents and forest. 
Therefore, useful consideration based on Socio – economic conditions is the effective factor in improving forestry 
plans. Identifying forest area according to socio – economic situation of local people is important in forestry issues 
(Fatehi, 2005).If we cannot define the relationship between local people and forest, our planning will be aborted. 
Socio – economic issues has an important role on forestry methods, adjusting forest and sustainable development, 
so that this value should be considered in all aspects of forestry plans (Forestry plan of bachelor students in 
Kurdistan University, 2007). Unsuccessful plans in some developing countries have originated from ignoring socio-
economic issues (Shadi Talab, 2002).  Some studies about social policy had been done in north forest of Iran. 
Displacement and symbiotic strategies were suggested in these studies so that symbiotic strategy has indicated 
improving system of forest dwellers and displacement strategy has shown some strategies for rural and city 



Intl J Farm & Alli Sci. Vol., 3 (5): 534-537, 2014 

 

535 
 
 

residents that commute to forest. Talebi (2002) showed that there was a good relationship among the village 
residents of Kohbaran region, located in the central desert of Iran, based on anthropological studies. The results 
have shown adapting rural dwellers with environmental conditions without changing and destroying their relations 
and maintaining their identity correctly. Using regular and systematic plans are needed for managing forest 
according to socio-economic issues (Adeli, 2008, Naghavi, 2008). Participating local people in forestry plans will be 
useful in future. A study about the role and participation of local people on forestry plans were done in Shol Abad 
located in Zagros forest. Three areas selected for thisstudy were Kamargap (with nomadic forestry), Hiah (without 
nomadic forestry) and Daredang (based on FAO rules such as diversity). Forest sustainability was analyzed by 
data collected of reproduction, canopy and diversity of three cited areas. Results have shown that sustainability in 
Kamargap (with nomadic forestry) is more than other two areas so that participating local people can improve 
forest sustainability and this value will be suggested for Zagros forests. Zagros forests have been affected by 
human activities and these forests have been converted to coppice forests and we need regular programs for 
solving this problem (Adeli, 2008). Usefully quantitative and qualitative information are needed for managing forest 
so that forest inventory has an important role for obtaining this value (Eshagh Taimori, 2003). 
 The aim of our study is study of living condition of forest dwellers and their relationship with forest in Baneeh 
region, Kurdistan province, northern Zagros forest. 
 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 

Study area 
 This study curried out in Baneh city, located in Kurdistan province, that including 13 small villages with 45 
households and 290 persons. Their livings dependon agriculture and forest and some parts of their living can be 
provided by livestock. Most of young people have moved to Baneh because they didn’t like to live in the village with 
low economic and hectic life. Interview method was used with the old people in the village for collecting useful 
information. Questionnaires including questions such as socio-economic issues were applied for getting our goal. 
After filling out these questionnaires, the forest clearly had been identified. 
Collecting information was done with three below ways: 
1. Interviewing with some forest dwellers 
2. Filling out questionnaires 
3. Observation  
If there were any problem with our questions, they would be solved by discussing local people in the forest 
presently.  
SPSS software was selected for analyzing data based on describing statistic 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

The demography characteristics 
 290 persons were studied in Alot area of Armardeh region  
 

Table 1. The demography characteristics of 290 persons in Armardeh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Village The number of studied people The number of studied households 

Saeed 24 3 

Wons 27 5 

Giadarwan 6 1 

Barawar 33 5 

Mamrahim 27 3 

Gandomian 38 6 

Dollakavir 26 4 

Karostam 43 6 

Haji Abdollah 15 2 

Kani Cholaka 16 3 

Broshkani 24 5 

Kapraseh 5 1 

Mamoo 6 1 

Total 290 45 
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Age and sex composition 
 The most people were in the range of 19-34 years old with 99 ones and the range of over 56 years old had the 
least people. The number of males and females were 150 and 150, respectively. Middle aged people are more 
engaged with forest because the numbers of them are more than others and they wouldn’t like to migrate so that 
this group should be considered more than others. 
 
Literacy level of people 
 The most people (145 persons) in these areas have elementary certificate of literacy and three ones have high 
school certificate. Schools just can be seen in the three or four village among all villages and this value is the main 
factors that people are illiterate. On other hand, more distance between city and village and lacking forest roads 
areother reasons for low level of literacy. It is clear that the forestry plans will be infeasibleunless the literacy level 
of people be increased, because they cannot easily understand the principles for managing forests. 
 
Employment and Unemployment  
 Most people of this studied area are housekeeper, farmer and rancher with 105 persons and the least 
frequency with 10 ones are business man. Livestock is the popular job and the local people must exploit forests for 
providing livestock food.Therefore they would depend on forests unless the food for their livestock was provided.  
 
Migration trends in the studied area and its possible reasons 
 Studies have shown that migration recently has been increased. Gandomian village is one of the deprived 
villages that we can hardly see youth in there. Lacking entertainments and facilities and the low level of life are the 
main factors that cause to migrate from villages to cities.   
 
Livelihood andHousehold Economics 
The composition of Household Economics 
 Agriculture; the mean income for each household irrigated and dry- land cropping wereabout 100 and 300 
dollarsin 2007, so that the mean income of agriculture was about 400 dollars for each household. The agricultural 
productions don’t satisfy economic requests and the area of farmlands is not suitable for getting good income. Most 
farmlands have been located in mountainous area so that they need high costs in culturing and harvesting. On 
other hand trifle underground water can amplify this value.  
 Livestock; the mean income of livestock was about 200 dollars for each household in 2007. The livestock 
income has been decreased in recent years than past. This value due to legal restrictions to exploit forest supplies 
so that local people cannot prepare enough forage for their livestock. The living of forest dwellers depends on 
livestock an also the life of livestock depends on tree leaves. Therefore,forbid pollarding is the main obstacle for 
local people. It is obvious that departments of natural resources shouldn’t omit pollarding but they should make 
suitable strategies for solving this problem.  
 Ownership; 21 households have irrigated farmlands that due to The trifle underground water but dry farmlands 
belong to almost all families. 
 Providing work force; Work force can easily provide by family members and workers are not needed. Family 
members are almost more than 7 ones and this value will provide some problems for families in order to find job 
and get good level of life in the future.   
 Approximate level of income; the mean annual income in the forest area for each household was about 8000 
dollars in 2007. This low income affected all steps of their life and made socio-economic crises so that most of 
family members must leave their hometown and migrate to other cities especially Tehran.  
 The role of forest on local people living; forest has an important role on living of local people because forest 
dwellers need forest supplies to provide their necessities such as fuel, forage for livestock and some other non-
wood products such as local gum. Oak trees have some non-wood products that local people use them. In some 
area local people use trees more than natural conditions and this issue brings some physiological problems in 
trees. Training and educating are the best ways for solving this problem. If the government provides the fuel for 
forest dwellers, the pressure on trees will be decreased.  Therefore the government should make some other jobs 
such as beekeeping in order to reduce dependency of local people on forest. 
 The local people perspective and the role of the government on forest management; Most local people believe 
that the government has a role on managing forest and they express the government has a poor relationship with 
them.Local people believe the continued and mutual participation won’t be done unless the government assigns its 
trust in forest dwellers. They express if the government fulfill its promises, they will cooperate with it by heart and 



Intl J Farm & Alli Sci. Vol., 3 (5): 534-537, 2014 

 

537 
 
 

soul. Providing their wood need, providing their livestock forage and making road are main demands of local 
people that the government should do them to attract people trust. 
 Conflicts between local people and the government on forest and recommended strategies for solving them; 
the government plans are based on forbidding pollarding and grazing and these plans are not directed with people 
demands so that the government cannot accomplish their plans correctly and also people won’t satisfy with these 
plans because there is not a mutual point between the government plans and people demands. 
Some main strategies for solving these conflicts: 

1. Making trust between department of natural resources and forest dwellers 
2. Making cooperative institutes 
3. Local people are not sure that these forests inherit to their children in future and this value should be done 

with the forestry offices.  
4. Providing dwellers demands of fuel so that using wood will be reduced. 
5. Training pollarding 

 
Suggestions to improve forest management in studied area 

1. Informing people that these forests are sensitive and if they don’t consider, forest will be omitted forever.  
2. Removing economic problems of dwellers. It is obvious that root of most problems originate from economic 

problems 
3. Removing conflicts between the government rules and forest settler demands. Forests are useful for every 

body and all people must cooperate for maintaining our forests. Therefore, all conflicts must be omitted 
based on useful methods.  

In managing forests, socio-economic issues should be considered with silviculture and forest management issues. 
If this value ignores, the forestry plans won’t be feasible 
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